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Abstract

Field trials were conducted in Dotnuva during 2005–2006 with the aim of determining the impact of fungicidal seed treatment on the severity of stem base and root rot diseases of pea. Seed treaters reduced the severity of stem base and root rot diseases in pea. The severity of stem base diseases of the plants that emerged from treated seed was lower until stem elongation stage, whereas that of root rot until the end of flowering. With plant development, the severity of both root and stem base rots increased and at ripening stage pea plants were heavily affected by rots. The content of propagules of the pathogenic fungus Phoma pinodella (L. K. Jones) Morgan-Jones & K. B. Burch, one of the main causal agents of plant root and stem base rot in pea rhizosphere increased with advancing maturity of plants. When chemical seed treaters had been used, the content of P. pinodella in pea rhizosphere declined significantly. Pea grain yield data indicate no increase through seed treatment. 
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