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Abstract

In Lithuania, spring oilseed rape is more common than winter oilseed rape (winter rape accounts for one fourth of the total area sown with oilseed rape). Until the year 2004, phoma stem canker in Lithuania was not a grave problem either in winter or spring rape crops. However, recently the disease has progressed considerably, especially in winter rape. 

Detailed studies revealed differences in blackleg susceptibility in relation to oilseed rape type (winter, spring) and varietal peculiarities. At the end of maturity stage (BBCH 85) on different cultivars of winter oilseed rape there were found 75.5–100% of phoma-affected stems and on different cultivars of spring rape there were found 21.0–76.0% stems with phoma stem canker symptoms. The majority of diseased stems of winter oilseed rape were with double phoma symptoms – on the crown and on the stems 5 cm above the crown. Diseased stems of spring oilseed rape were mainly with phoma symptoms 5cm above the crown. Spring oilseed rape cultivars were more tolerant to phoma stem canker compared with those of winter oilseed rape. 
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