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Abstract

Oats (Avena sativa L.) are economically important grain crops in Lithuania and also worldwide. The diseased oat plants with typical symptoms of phytoplasmal infection were found in Vilnius, Kaunas and Raseiniai regions. A phytoplasma-characteristic fragment of 16S rDNA primed by phytoplasma universal primers was amplified from diseased oats in nested polymerase chain reactions (PCRs). Restriction fragment length polymorphism (RFLP) analysis of amplified 16S rDNA indicated that diseased oats were infected by phytoplasmas belonging to the group 16SrI and the subgroups: 16SrI-A, 16SrI-B, 16SrI-L. 
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