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EARLY  WARNING  SYSTEM  FOR  INSECT  MIGRATION  USING WEATHER  RADARS
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Abstract

Prediction of weather systems has been the principal aim of weather radar since its early history. With polarimetric radar it is however possible to differentiate bird migration, insect migration and drizzle. Migrating insects can cause considerable damage to crops if they are not controlled in time and there is therefore need for pest-insect early warning systems. Rotating tow-nets, yellow sticky traps and suction traps are used for monitoring insects whenever a migration is underway. Our preliminary results suggest that polarimetric Doppler weather radar can be used to detect migrating insects. 
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