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Abstract

A total of 50 P.infestans strains, collected in all Belarusian regions, were evaluated for aggressiveness on potato and metalaxyl sensitivity. About 90% of isolates tested were found to have intermediate or even high resistance level to metalaxyl. Samples isolated from organic potato fields were more metalaxyl-sensitive and aggressive as regards “sporulation intensity” and “incubation period” indices than strains collected from conventional potato crops with common fungicide use. Aggressiveness of Belarusian P. infestans strains varied greatly but differed insignificantly between the regions of collection. Samples with various levels of sensitivity to metalaxyl were nearly identical regarding all aggressiveness components and competitive ability that determines their co-existence in pathogen field populations.
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